CHAPTER XIV.

THE life is pretty much the same at all the hill-
stations of India, and it is a very pleasant change
after some months in the plains. Everyone puts
business aside for a time, and gives himself up
to pleasure; the younger members of society to
dancing,, tennis, and other amusements, whilst
the older and hard-worked officials go in for a
thorough rest of mind and body.
, As in all small societies made up of idle folk, a
great deal of gossip is spread, and for want of better
.occupation people are interested in the slightest
trifles concerning their neighbours. Mahableshwar
is in no way free from this foible; but, being the
head-quarters of the Governor and Conimander-
in-Chief of Bombay during the hot season, society